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feet them false" v And then, " by way of illustration,"
he selects three, telling us that we suspect them false,
or "we may suspect them false," when the existing
accounts of miracles were not published till long after
the time when, or not at the place where, they are said
to have occurred; or, at least, if it seems probable that
they were suffered to get into circulation without ex-
amination at the time and place. Here of course he
does but act up to Middleton's bold principle which
he has adopted; he considers himself at liberty to bid
defiance and offer resistance to all evidence, till he is
fairly subdued by it, till it is impossible to doubt, and
no merit to believe; while he would never rejector
impute fraud to a record of ordinary events, merely
because it was published in a foreign country, or a
hundred years after the events in question, however he
,might justly consider such circumstances to weaken
the force of the evidence.

75. In a subsequent page of his work he speaks still
more pointedly: " When the reporters of miracles/*
he says, " content themselves with general assertions
and vague claims to a miraculous power, without ever
attempting to corroborate them by descending to par-
ticular facts, and leave us strangely in the dark as to
the persons by whom, the witnesses before whom, and
the objects upon whom these miraculous powers are
said to be exercised, omitting every circumstance
v Page 27.